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English

Teacher notes

Tier 2 words - year 4
Tier 2 words are ones which children might encounter in text but 
are less likely to use in everyday conversation. As these words are 
often unfamiliar to children, they can sometimes act as a barrier 
to reading. We have chosen 48 Tier 2 words for this Year 4 pack.
The Tier 2 words in this pack can be used by children to add more 
adventurous or formal vocabulary to their writing. The worksheets can 
also be used as a reading comprehension activity.

The resources include:

Tier 2 word cards

Tier 2 definition cards

These definition cards could be matched up to the 
correct Tier 2 word. Again, they are available in a 
small size for sharing at a table and also for display.

The cards are arranged four to a sheet; they can be 
printed out and cut up so that they can be shared 
amongst pupils in a group. Also included are larger 
versions that can be used for display. Children could 
discuss the meaning of these phrases out of context.

Tier 2 words answer sheet

This sheet presents the Tier 2 words with  
their definitions.

Tier 2  words worksheets

Children can read the Tier 2 words in context and then 
try to infer their meaning. 

Good enough
Loyalty to a 
person or 
country

Next toTo pile up or 
gather

adequate allegiance

adjacentaccumulate
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Tier 2 words worksheet 1

Geoff had not cleaned the house for a while and dust had begun to 
accumulate on the shelf.

The sentences below each contain a word in bold. Read the sentence 
and then write down what you think the bold word means.

The library is adjacent to the post office.

Ashwin could not play in the snow because he had not brought adequate 
winter clothing.

The knight gave his allegiance to the new king.

English

Tier 2 answer sheet
accumulate To pile up or gather

adjacent Next to

adequate Good enough

allegiance Loyalty to a person or country

anticipate To expect or wait for something

arrogant Having too much pride

barren Not able to produce growth

benefit Something that improves someone’s life

blunder A silly or careless mistake

catastrophe An event that causes a lot of damage and suffering

consequence Something that happens as a result of an action

declare To announce something in a formal way

diligent Working hard and carefully

dwell To live or stay somewhere

elaborate Having lots of detail or many detailed parts

ferocious Fierce or savage

futile Pointless

hostile Unfriendly and not liking something

inept Not skilled or unable to do something

inevitable Certain to happen and impossible to avoid

insist To say forcefully and not to give up

loathe To hate somebody or something

manipulate To control somebody or something, sometimes unfairly

meagre Low in value or strength

To pile up or gather

accumulate


